Delayed CT in acute renal infection.
CT scans of the kidneys obtained approximately 3 hours after contrast administration often reveal useful information in patients with renal infections. In this article, we discuss three main features of these delayed scans. Feature 1 shows a nephrogram replacing a variable portion of the low density areas present in the early enhanced phase. The nephrogram can be streaky, band-like, cone or horseshoe-shaped; Feature 2 exhibits a focal staining or a hyperdense rim surrounding microabscesses and macroabscesses; Feature 3, very rare, is characterized by hyperdense areas located far from the lesions detected on early scans. These features make it possible to better define the actual extent of infection and the presence of the edema, improving diagnostic confidence.